
From the Desk of Fr. Mike 

     I strive to communicate with parishioners and benefactors of the Parish throughout the year. 
With the help of members of the Parish Finance Council, the Fiscal year 2021 annual report is be-
ing put together. We hope that it will be in parishioners hands in mid-November if not before. Over 
the summer I penned a letter to families with children in the School of St. Mary. Parts of that letter 
are included in my article this weekend.  
 

     The Church of St. Mary was founded in 1875; the School of St. Mary was opened in 1917. Over 
the decades, parishioners of St. Mary’s have been generous in their stewardship. The continued 
generous stewardship of parishioners allows current generations of families to be educated in the 

faith through the School of St. Mary and the Church of St. Mary Religious Education program. Parishioners are generous 
in their support of the parish in the offertory collection, in fundraising and remembering the Church of St. Mary in their 
final will and estate upon their death. May all people who identify themselves as parishioners of the Church of St. Mary 
be generous in giving back to God a portion of God’s blessings to them.  
 

     I am writing to all of the parents of School of St. Mary students that are registered parishioners at the Church of St. 
Mary. Being part of a vibrant and generous faith community is enriched and strengthened by the continued commitment 
and support of all. May you recognize the many ways your actions add to and enhance the faith community of St. 
Mary’s. May you be aware of the support and prayers of members of the parish for you and your family. 
 

     And I am writing to School families today, asking for your participation in supporting the Church of St. Mary through 
the offertory collection at Mass. I am asking you to review the level of support, the amount that you contribute weekly to 
the Church of St. Mary. I am asking you to prayerfully review and reflect on your church support as a reflection of your 
faith. Do you have joy in your heart as you review what you have contributed last year, over the past six months, this 
past summer?  As you reflect in joy, are you and your family able to increase your regular contributions to the Church of 
St. Mary received in the offertory collection?  
 

     I am asking you to prayerfully and joyfully be active in the regular and consistent support to the Church. (The Church 
of St. Mary keeps records of all contributions received in a church envelope or by check or bank transfer. If you would 
like to know what we have recorded as contributions from you and your family, you may contact the Business Office. 
The parish sends tax statements to families in January for your use in filing your state and national taxes.) You commit to 
contributing to the Church of St. Mary by enrolling your students in the School, thus receiving the parishioner rate versus 
the non-parishioner tuition rate for the current year.  
 

     Over the years many people have been generous. Giving back to God with joy and gratitude is a beautiful expression 
of one’s faith. I would hope that all past, present and future donors and benefactors of the Church of St. Mary would al-
ways give and return to God with a joyous heart, knowing that maintaining and improving our buildings, schools, 
church, and campus are ways that we pay forward so that our children and grandchildren may be recipients of what we 
have received because of past generosity of parishioners since the founding of the Church of St. Mary.  May God always 
bless those who give to the support of the local and universal Church. 
 

     I am including in my article dates that have been shared in previous bulletins and e-blasts from the Church of St. 
Mary. November 1 is the Feast of All Saints, originally called “Martyr’s Day”. It wasn’t until the 7th century that the 
Church changed the feast to be the Feast of All Saints! In the early Church the first Christians were martyred for their 
faith. Over the centuries, amidst less persecution, many Christians were able to lead full lives in love of God and neigh-
bor. As we celebrate the Feast of All Saints in 2021, please join us at the 7:30am or 7:00pm Mass. 
 

     On November 2, the Feast of All Souls, we remember those who have died, and in a special way, those who have died 
in the past year. You can join us November 2 at the 7:30am Mass or the All Souls Day Memorial Mass at 7:00pm.  
 

     You are invited to a Holy Hour for Vocations on Wednesday, November 3, during the regular scheduled time that we 
offer adoration at the Church of St. Mary: Wednesday, November 3 from 5:00pm – 7:00pm.  
 

     I am away from St. Mary’s on my annual 8 day Ignatian retreat. Last year I was not able to get away to a retreat house 
for my annual prayer and time with the Lord. I am grateful that I am able to retreat, spending time in prayer, opening my-
self up to the many ways the Lord reveals himself to me in prayer, in ministry, in faith. I will be lifting up the needs of all 
parishioners. I will be back at St. Mary’s this coming Friday. Thanks for lighting a candle, saying a prayer asking God to 
bless my time on retreat.  
 

     May God bless us with compassionate hearts, respecting all life. 


